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Bill Fulghum of Church Street Flowers dressed
the venue in black with white accents.

Paint It Black

The silent auction, created by Rodn
Smith, featured 170 items groupedin
themes like jewelry, fashion, house
and home, and food and restaurants.

For the eighth annual Pencer Brain Trust gala, organizers dressed the venue in black, clothed
models in provocative black attire, and handed out little black books for the silent auction.

FOR THE EIGHTH annual Gerry & Nancy Pencer Brain Trust gala on
May 21, organizers selected a familiar venue, which they dressed almost
entirely in black to coincide with the evening’s “Noir” theme. “It works very
well for the numbers, and they do a marvelous job for us,” event consultant
Bonnie Gottlieb said of the Liberty Grand Entertainment Complex.

Some goo guests trekked down to Exhibition Place in the pouring
rain for the fund-raiser to benefit the Gerry & Nancy Pencer Brain Tumor
Centre at Princess Margaret Hospital. The couple established the trust
after Gerry was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor in 1997. “Nancy
wanted for the Brain Trust and the Brain Tumor Centre to be known, to
build its identity,” Gottlieb said of the annual gala. “Each year we do try and
come up with a unique concept, something different from the year before.
Noir seemed to be right for this year.

“We create a visual identity and follow it through, It starts with our
corporate backing, right down to the signature Noir cookie, created by A
Couple of Squares in London, Ontario,” she said, noting that even the cook-
ies were decorated with the event's tagline, “Sexy, Sleek, Sumptuous.” “We
work very hard during the year to secure sponsors to keep our proceeds as
high as possible while at the same time providing a wonderful party for the
patrons,” Gottlieb said. “We have sponsors who underwrite our magazine,
our decor. We try to get as much of the event underwritten as possible. ...
We hope to net in excess of $600,000.”

Bill Fulghum of Church Street Flowers dressed the venue in white and
black, with furnishings from Contemporary Furniture Rentals. Silver bead-
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ing created two curtains at the entrance to the room, where a Spyder 300
Motorcycle—one of the live auction items—sat on display. A series of tall
chrome and glass tables, topped with clear glass chandeliers, sat between
two rows of black leather sofas, positioned back to back. Mirrored baroque
end tables, topped with simple white flowers, and shiny black Louis Ghost
chairs sat atop a long white carpet that ran the length of the lounge area.

A glossy black acrylic dance floor, positioned between the stage and the
DJ booth, sat in the middle of the room. Four screens projecting black-and-
white images consistent with the Noir theme provided a backdrop for the
four black bars, topped with white Aowers in black vases. Black and white
fabric draped the walls, with the Noir logo projected onto the wall behind
the lone foed station inside the venue.

Outside, a tented walkway led guests
to the silent-auction room, where Rodney
Smith presented items based on a series of
themes, including jewelry and fashion. The
evening also included a draw for a $23,000
black-and-white diamond necklace,
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Magna International Inc., Proprint Services,

Brain Trust Gala

Audiovisual Production,
Catering, Valet, Venue Liberty
Grand Entertainment Complex

Decor, Flowers Church Street
Flowers

DJ Sole Power Productions

Guest Photography Signature
Studios

Rentals Contemporary Furniture

| Rentals, Chair-man Mills

Security Avante Technology

The Gerry & Nancy Pencer |

Iceberg Vodka, Halpern Enterprises, Roy
Foss Motors, and Office Central. Tenting Advanced Tent Rental
o Ltd.
—SusanO’Neill |

PHOTOS: BIZBASH





